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AWARDS:
Continued from page A1 Scrapbook preserves memories, captures top honors
photographs from the 
final year she was able 
to participate in club 
activities, adding a personal 
remembrance to the club 
history she once helped 
preserve.

Six committee members, 
Joan Imler, Katie Sherouse, 
Lori Swarthout, Tammarin 
McDaniel, Sharlene 
Dampier and Xene Nelson, 
worked on the project from 

January through September, 
meeting monthly as they 
assembled the club’s history 
for the year.

The annual scrapbook 
competition is held in 
conjunction with the GFWC 
Florida Fall Board meeting, 
which draws women’s clubs 
from throughout the state.

Entries are divided into 
traditional, or handmade, 
scrapbooks and digital 

books, with first-, second- 
and third-place awards 
presented in each category. 
President’s Choice and 
Junior Director’s Choice 
awards are based on 
the respective officials’ 
selections. Best of Show 
goes to the highest-scoring 
scrapbook among entries 
in both the traditional and 
digital categories.

Judges award up to 

100 points, including 35 
points each for organization 
and content and artistic 
presentation, 25 points 
for overall appeal and five 
points for the cover.

The competition 
requires more than an 
attractive collection of 
photographs. Each book 
must document the club’s 
organizational history and 
activities, beginning with 

a title page identifying the 
club, address, district and 
club-year dates. Entries also 
include club officers and 
chairpersons, a membership 
roster, state and district 
officers and GFWC and 
Southern Region officers.

Individual pages must 
identify and date the events 
they document.

For the Alachua 
club, the resulting 

scrapbook captured both 
a year of activities and the 
contributions of a member 
who had helped preserve 
those memories in years 
past.
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defendants include the City 
of High Springs, the city 
clerk, Florida Secretary 
of State Cord Byrd, the 
Alachua County supervisor 
of elections and Ambrose’s 
opponent, Gigi Buigas.

The dispute stems from 
candidate qualifying in 
July and a state-required 
candidate oath form that 
had recently been changed.

The wrong form
Candidates for 

commission Seats 1 and 
2 had four days, July 20-
23, to submit qualifying 
documents at City Hall.

According to the 
lawsuit, the state changed 
the required candidate oath 
form July 8, less than two 
weeks before qualifying 
began. Candidate packets 
distributed by the city, 
however, contained the 
previous version.

Shortly after qualifying 
closed July 23, the city 

clerk announced that four 
candidates had qualified: 
Timothy “Timmy” Guinn Jr. 
and Mayor Andrew Miller 
for Seat 1, and Ambrose and 
Buigas for Seat 2.

Later that evening, the 
Alachua County Supervisor 
of Elections Office emailed 
the clerk a link to the 
new oath form. The clerk 
forwarded the form to the 
candidates and asked them 
to complete it. Ambrose and 
Buigas submitted the new 
form the following day.

On July 27, the city 
announced on social media 
that Ambrose and Buigas 
had qualified for Seat 2.

City reopens qualifying
The following day, 

however, the city changed 
course. In an email to 
candidates, the clerk said the 
city had “decided to reopen 
the qualifying process for 
all candidates in an effort 
to ensure compliance with 

state law.”
The City Commission 

met in special session July 
30 and approved a new 
qualifying period for Aug. 
17-20.

City Attorney Kiersten 
Ballou told commissioners 
that because none of the 
four candidates had initially 
submitted the new oath 
form, “no one met the 
qualifying requirements 
under Florida state law.”

“The safest thing to do is 
just reopen the qualifying,” 
Ballou said.

Ambrose argued during 
the meeting that submitting 
the corrected form had 
already resolved the 
problem.

“It’s a technical error. 
Those things are corrected 
without having to redo the 
entire process,” Ambrose 
said.

Reopening qualifying 
also allowed additional 
candidates to enter the 
races. Miller asked whether 

the city could prevent new 
candidates from qualifying 
during the additional period.

“No,” Ballou responded.
Commissioner Tristan 

Grunder acknowledged the 
effect the decision would 
have on the candidates.

“The four of you will be 
the ones that suffer on this, 
and we apologize for that,” 
Grunder said.

Miller, who is seeking 
reelection to Seat 1, asked 
to be excused from the 
vote. Vice Mayor Wayne 
Bloodsworth Jr., who 
currently holds Seat 2, told 
Ambrose, “I am not running 
again.”

The resolution passed 
4-0.

When the second 
qualifying period ended 
Aug. 20, Ambrose and 
Buigas again were the 
only candidates for Seat 2, 
according to the lawsuit.

Lawsuit challenges 
Buigas’ qualification
Ambrose argues that the 

city needed only to allow 
candidates to substitute the 
correct oath form, which 
he and Buigas did July 24. 
He contends the original 
qualifying period otherwise 
remained closed.

His lawsuit alleges that 
Buigas’ original qualifying 
documents contained 
additional deficiencies 
unrelated to the outdated 
oath form.

Among those 
allegations, Ambrose 
claims Buigas’ qualifying 
fee check was not drawn on 
her campaign account and 
that her financial disclosure 
and campaign treasurer 
forms were incomplete.

The lawsuit also alleges 
that the replacement oath 
Buigas submitted July 
24 did not include “High 
Springs” in identifying the 
office she sought and left 
blank a section concerning 
outstanding fines.

According to the 
complaint, Buigas 
submitted revised 
documents, including a new 
check, during the reopened 
qualifying period in August.

Ambrose alleges the 
city reopened qualifying 
“wholesale so that 
Candidate Buigas could 
redo her qualification 
papers.”

The lawsuit further 
argues that the City 
Commission did not 
have authority to reopen 
qualifying through a 
resolution because the 
City Charter provides that 
qualifying procedures are 
established by ordinance.

Ambrose had raised 
the qualifying-fee issue 
with the city clerk before 
the commission voted to 
reopen qualifying. In a July 
28 email, he asked whether 
candidates could pay the 
fee with a personal check, 
“which it appears one 
current candidate did.”

The clerk responded that 
the fee “has to come from 
their campaign account.”
Candidate seeks removal 

from ballot
Ambrose is asking 

the court to rule on an 
expedited basis that Buigas 
did not properly qualify and 
to order her name removed 
from the Nov. 3 ballot.

If ballots have already 
been printed, the lawsuit 
asks the court to require 
notices at polling places 
and with mail ballots 
informing voters that votes 
cast for Buigas would not 
be counted.

The lawsuit cites a state 
law that took effect April 1 
and provides a process for 
candidates to challenge an 
opponent’s qualifications in 
court on an expedited basis.

The allegations are 
Ambrose’s claims in a 
pending lawsuit and have 
not been adjudicated. The 
court has not determined 
whether Buigas failed to 
qualify or whether the 
city acted improperly in 
reopening the qualifying 
period.
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ELECTION SUIT:
Continued from page A1 Ambrose claims Commission lacked authority to reopen qualifying

NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
HEARING BEFORE 

THE PLANNING AND 
ZONING BOARD 
OF THE CITY OF 

ALACHUA, FLORIDA
Notice is hereby given that the Planning and Zoning Board of 
the City of Alachua will hold a public hearing on October 13, 
2026, at 6:00 p.m. The hearing will be held in the James A. 
Lewis Commission Chambers in City Hall, located 15100 NW 
142nd Terrace, Alachua, Florida, to consider the following:

Application #: PSP26-0007 | Hathcock Community Center 
Site Plan

A request by NV5, Inc. (Agent) on behalf of the City of 
Alachua (Owner) for a site plan proposing the construction 
of a ±5,400-square-foot community center and related site 
improvements on a ± 1.3-acre property located at 15818 
Northwest 140 Street (Tax Parcel Nos. 03113-000-000, 03114-
000-000, and 03120-000-000). Future Land Use: Recreation; 
Zoning: Government Facility (GF).

At the public hearing, all interested parties may appear and be 
heard with respect to the application. Copies of the application, 
staff report, and any related materials are available for public 
inspection at the Planning and Community Development 
Department, 15100 NW 142nd Terrace, Alachua, Florida, on 
any regular business day between the hours of 7:30 a.m. to 6:00 
p.m. one week prior to the date of hearing. Written comments 
on the application may be sent to the following address: 
City of Alachua, Planning and Community Development, 
P.O. Box 9, Alachua, FL, 32616. Notice is given pursuant to 
Section 286.0105, Florida Statutes, that, in order to appeal any 
decision made at the public hearing, you will need a record 
of the proceedings, and that, for such purpose, you may need 
to ensure that a verbatim record of the proceedings is made, 
which includes the testimony and evidence upon which the 
appeal is to be based. In accordance with the Americans 
with Disabilities Act, any persons with a disability requiring 
reasonable accommodation in order to participate in this 
meeting should call the City Clerk at (386) 418-6100 x 1501 at 
least 48 hours prior to the public hearing.
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entered the Capital City 
Bank in High Springs 
at approximately 12:15 
p.m. July 14 and made a 
withdrawal while allegedly 
impersonating the victim’s 
wife.

Less than an hour later, 
at approximately 12:57 

p.m., the woman went 
to the bank’s Newberry 
location and made another 
withdrawal, investigators 
said.

Authorities said she 
then traveled to Fanning 
Springs, where she made 
a third withdrawal at 

approximately 1:40 p.m. 
The three transactions 
totaled $16,200.

The Sheriff’s Office 
released a surveillance 
image of the woman in 
an effort to identify her. 
Investigators described 
her as a middle-aged white 

woman with long brown 
hair. She was last seen 
wearing a beige shirt, black 
jacket, black pants, black 
flip-flops and black-framed 
glasses.

Authorities have not 
released details about how 
the woman was allegedly 

able to impersonate the 
victim’s wife or obtain 
access to the account.

Anyone who 
recognizes the woman 
or has information that 
could assist detectives 
with the investigation is 
asked to contact Alachua 

County Sheriff’s Office 
Detective Peter Michaels at 
pmichaels@alachuasheriff.
org.
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FRAUD:
Continued from page A1 Withdrew thousands in High Springs, Newberry, Fanning Springs

Gentle Carousel guardian 
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PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE OF ENACTMENT 
OF AN ORDINANCE OF 

THE CITY OF ALACHUA, 
FLORIDA

The City of Alachua City Commission will hold a 
public hearing on a proposed ordinance on October 
12, 2026, at 6:00 p.m. The hearing will be held in the 
James A. Lewis Commission Chambers of City Hall, 
at 15100 NW 142nd Terrace, Alachua, Florida.
The ordinance title is as follows:

ORDINANCE 2026-19
AN ORDINANCE GRANTING TO DUKE 
ENERGY FLORIDA, LLC d/b/a DUKE 
ENERGY A NON-EXCLUSIVE ELECTRIC 
UTILITY FRANCHISE TO OCCUPY 
MUNICIPAL STREETS AND RIGHTS-
OF-WAY IN THE CITY OF ALACHUA, 
FLORIDA, FOR THE PURPOSE OF 
PROVIDING ELECTRIC AND POWER 
SERVICES; PRESCRIBING THE TERMS 
AND CONDITIONS ACCOMPANYING THE 
GRANT OF FRANCHISE; PROVIDING 
FOR SEVERABILITY OF PROVISIONS; 
AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

At the public hearing, all interested parties may 
appear and be heard with respect to the proposed 
ordinance. Copies of the proposed ordinance and 
related materials are available for public inspection at 
the Office of City Clerk, 15100 NW 142nd Terrace, 
Monday-Thursday between the hours of 7:30 a.m. and 
6:00 p.m. beginning the Thursday prior to the City 
Commission meeting. Written comments on the 
proposed ordinance may be sent to the following 
address: City of Alachua, Attn: Public Services 
Department, P.O. Box 9, Alachua, Florida 32616. 
Notice is given pursuant to Section 286.0105, Florida 
Statutes, that in order to appear any decision made 
at these public hearings, you will need to ensure that 
a verbatim record is made. In accordance with the 
Americans with Disabilities Act, any person with a 
disability requiring reasonable accommodation in 
order to participate in this meeting should call the City 
Clerk at (386) 418-6100 x 1501 at least 48 hours prior 
to the public hearing.
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